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Geography

Imagine that you 
just moved to an 
old house in a small 
town. While searching 
through the attic, you fi nd a map tucked 
away in a dusty, old trunk. Tell where it 
leads you and describe what you fi nd. Be 
sure to use proper spelling, punctuation and 
grammar in your creative writing.

ACROSS
3. the study of the Earth 

and its features
5. the part of a map that 

tells direction 
8. imaginary line 

that divides Earth 
into northern 
and southern 
hemispheres

9. three-dimensional 
scale model of Earth 

DOWN
1. another name for a 

mapmaker
2. one-half of the Earth
4. A ______ map shows 

the landforms, water 
and features of a 
place.

6. A _____ map shows 
boundaries such as 
countries, states and 
cities.

7. a fl at graphical 
representation of 
locations on Earth

Who Are Our Neighbors?
1. ___________________________ 2. ___________________________ 3. ___________________________

4. ___________________________ 5. ___________________________ 6. ___________________________

7. ___________________________ 8. ___________________________ 9. ___________________________

10. __________________________ 11. __________________________ 12. __________________________ 
Use a red marker or crayon to highlight the equator.
Use a blue marker or crayon to highlight the prime meridian.

Unscramble
the words on

the map.
Write them

on the
blanks below.

Picture the Earth!
How much do you know about your home? No, not the house 

or apartment you live in—our planet, Earth. It’s big and round, 
and it’s where we all live. Did you know that geographers are 
people who study the Earth and its features? Can you name the 
continents and the oceans? Did you know that there are different 
kinds of maps? This issue will give you lots of information about 
your home, planet Earth!

Globes are three-dimensional scale models of the Earth. Maps 
are fl at, detailed representations of places on Earth. Each half of 
the world is known as a hemisphere. The imaginary line that runs 
west to east, or horizontally, around our Earth is the equator. It 
divides the Earth into northern and southern hemispheres. The 
imaginary line that runs north to south, or vertically, around the 
Earth is the prime meridian. It divides the Earth into western and 
eastern hemispheres.

Get in groups of six or eight and put a globe in the middle 
of each group. (You’ll probably need to borrow some globes 
from other classrooms.) Look at the large bodies of water on 
the planet. Did you know the Pacifi c Ocean is the largest and 
deepest of all the oceans? See all those large landmasses? You 
probably know they are called continents. Some books say there 

are seven continents, with the Ural Mountains of Russia being the 
dividing line between Europe and Asia. Others say this is only 
one continent, Eurasia. Scientists say the continents are about 25 
miles (40 kilometers) thick. You’d need a very big shovel to dig 
to the other side! Did you know the landmasses on the Earth are 
constantly moving? Don’t worry. You don’t need a seat belt. The 
continents are only moving about 1 to 3 inches a year. 

Now fi nd India or Italy. These countries are peninsulas. A 
peninsula is land that is surrounded on three sides by water. 
Find the water separating the state of Alaska from Russia. This 
is called the Bering Strait. A strait is a narrow section of water 
connecting two larger bodies of water. Can you name these bodies 
of water? 

On a world map Greenland looks pretty big. Why is it the 
world’s largest island and not a continent like Australia? Well, 
Australia is located on its own tectonic plate, but Greenland is 
on the same plate as North America. Geographically, Greenland 
is part of North America. 

Planet Earth is a beautiful and exciting place—shared by more 
than 7 billion people. It’s our home, and it’s time to learn how to 
get around it on a map!

Teachers: Your FREE
Studies Weekly online 
subscription is waiting 

for you at:
studiesweekly.com/register



Map Features
Although different types of maps have 

different purposes, all maps include a title and 
a theme. Maps have other similar parts as well. 
One such part is a legend. It is a very important 
component, or part, of a map. A legend shows 
symbols that represent man-made or natural 
features on a map. For example, a red line on a 
road map might represent a highway, or a tent 
on a park map might show where a campsite is 
located.

Another important part of a map is a 
compass rose. A compass rose shows directions 
on a map like north, south, east and west. One 
reason it is important is that you can use a 
compass rose to fi gure out which direction you 
need to go to get where you are going.

An additional important feature on a map 
is the map scale. Because maps are not the 
same size as the areas they represent, a map 
scale is necessary to provide actual distances. 
These distances are usually in either miles 

or kilometers. It is another key part of a map 
because people can use the map scale to 
calculate distances. This can be very important, 
especially to travelers who need to fi gure out 
the actual length and time of their trips.

There is one last feature on a map that we 
need to talk about. Some maps have lines 
numbered in degrees that run both vertically 
and horizontally. Lines that run vertically (up 
and down) are called lines of longitude, or 
meridians. Lines that run horizontally (across) 
are called lines of latitude, or parallels. Lines 
of latitude and longitude are important because 
they create a grid that can be used to fi nd 
the exact location of any place in the world. 
You can see a map with lines of latitude and 
longitude on Page 4.

Geography in Review
Use what you read in “Geography and 

Maps” to help you match the words and 
defi nitions to the right:

To wrap things up let’s think about our 
location on a map. We live in North America, 
the third largest continent behind Asia and 
Africa. There are many countries here in 
North America. Some of the largest and most 
populated countries are the United States, 
Canada and Mexico. Island countries in the 
Caribbean Sea, like Cuba and the Bahamas, 
are much smaller. The country we live in is 
the United States, and within our country there 
are 50 states. With permission from an adult, 
go online and compare a political map of your 
state to a physical map. See if you can fi nd your 
city or town.

Alexander von Humboldt was one of the founders 
of modern geography. Born in Germany in 1769, von 
Humboldt traveled all around the world, including Latin and 
South America. In 1800, he mapped thousands of miles of 
previously uncharted territory. In fact, many places and 
species of animals he discovered are now named after 
him. In his lifetime, von Humboldt studied and researched 
Earth’s magnetism, climate zones and human interaction 
with the environment. His book “Kosmos,” published in 

1845, included all that was known 
about the Earth at that time. Von 
Humboldt was one of the fi rst 
scientists to believe that Africa 
and South America were at one 
time joined, now recognized in 
the “Theory of Plate Tectonics.” 
Charles Darwin, a famous 
scientist who developed the 
“Theory of Evolution,” described 
von Humboldt as, “the greatest 
scientifi c traveler who ever lived.” 

What a great compliment!

Alexander 
von Humboldt 
(1769-1859)

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

How has 
navigating the 
world changed 
throughout 
history?

Cartography
Perseverance: 
Abby Sunderland

Have you ever looked at a map and wondered 
who made it? People who make maps are called 
cartographers, and cartography is the art and science 
of mapmaking. Because of its style and precision, 
mapmaking is both an art and a science. Cartography 
has evolved (changed) over time. In ancient times, 
people drew maps on walls. Today, we can access maps 
easily through a computer. Early mapmakers had little 
technology to help, and oftentimes maps were distorted 
and inaccurate (wrong). Modern mapmakers have the 
ability to use high-tech tools like satellites to make very 
accurate representations of locations on Earth. 

There are many cartography companies. Look around 
your classroom and locate a map or two. Then try to 
fi nd the name of the mapmaking company printed on 
the map. 

Now that you know more about mapmaking, the next 
time you or your parents use a map to go somewhere, 
you can thank those hard working cartographers for 
helping you get to where you need to go!

A California teenager named 
Abby Sunderland is a dreamer 
with an adventurous spirit. She 
seems to know how to persevere 
no matter what obstacles face 
her! At 16 years old, Abby left 
her home in Thousand Oaks, 
California, in an attempt to 
become the youngest person 
to sail solo (alone) around the 
world, nonstop. During Abby’s long 
and diffi cult journey, her boat’s 
autopilot broke, which caused 
Abby to have to stop to have 
it fi xed. Despite knowing that 
this detour had cost her a world 
record, she continued her journey. 
Abby was determined to fi nish 

what she had started!
 Then, while crossing the perilous (dangerous) Indian 

Ocean, a storm hit that ripped her boat’s mast in half. This 
left Abby stranded in the middle of the ocean and without 
any communication. Rescuers fi nally found her after days at 
sea, but Abby vowed to sail again and accomplish her dream 
of crossing the globe. Now that’s perseverance! 

Geography 
and Maps

One of the most important things to have on a trip is a map. So, we 
defi nitely need to talk about the maps we use. Each map has its own 
special purpose. In fact, mapmakers develop each map specifi cally with 
its own theme or purpose.

Political Maps
Some maps show the boundaries between countries, states or 

provinces. These maps often show the major cities found within those 
areas. They also mark the separation between the governments of 
the world. Since these maps focus on the political parts of the world, 
they are called political maps. For example, the political map of 
North America shows the boundaries between countries like Canada, 
the United States and Mexico. Each country is usually indicated by 
a different color to make it easy to see where one country ends and 
another begins, just like on this map.

Physical Maps
Mapmakers create other maps to show the physical features 

(characteristics of a place) of an area like landforms or major bodies 
of water. We call these physical maps. For instance, the physical 
map of the United States shows the Pacifi c and Atlantic oceans, the 
islands of Hawaii, the Rocky Mountains, the fi ve Great Lakes and 
the Mississippi River. Many times physical maps will also include 
varying colors to indicate elevations of the land and landforms. 
Notice on the map above that the highest points in the Rocky 
Mountains are a darker green than the lower lying area of the Great 
Plains. This allows us to easily see the changes in elevation.

People use maps for a variety of reasons. Most often, people 
use maps to plan a route, fi nd their way or locate something like a 
specifi c place, landmark or landform. 
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____ 1. shows 
symbols used on a map                                                 
____ 2. type of map that 
shows boundaries and cities                          
____ 3. helps travelers 
fi gure out distance                                            
____ 4. horizontal 
lines or parallels                                                       
____ 5. type of map that 
shows landforms, bodies of 
water, etc.           
____ 6. shows directions                                                                       
____ 7. vertical lines or 
meridians                                                         

A. lines of latitude
B. political map
C. physical map
D. map scale
E. lines of longitude
F. legend
G. compass rose

and Maps

Physical Map

Political Map
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old house in a small 
town. While searching 
through the attic, you fi nd a map tucked 
away in a dusty, old trunk. Tell where it 
leads you and describe what you fi nd. Be 
sure to use proper spelling, punctuation and 
grammar in your creative writing.

ACROSS
3. the study of the Earth 

and its features
5. the part of a map that 

tells direction 
8. imaginary line 

that divides Earth 
into northern 
and southern 
hemispheres

9. three-dimensional 
scale model of Earth 

DOWN
1. another name for a 

mapmaker
2. one-half of the Earth
4. A ______ map shows 

the landforms, water 
and features of a 
place.

6. A _____ map shows 
boundaries such as 
countries, states and 
cities.
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locations on Earth
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Use a red marker or crayon to highlight the equator.
Use a blue marker or crayon to highlight the prime meridian.

Unscramble
the words on

the map.
Write them

on the
blanks below.

Picture the Earth!
How much do you know about your home? No, not the house 

or apartment you live in—our planet, Earth. It’s big and round, 
and it’s where we all live. Did you know that geographers are 
people who study the Earth and its features? Can you name the 
continents and the oceans? Did you know that there are different 
kinds of maps? This issue will give you lots of information about 
your home, planet Earth!

Globes are three-dimensional scale models of the Earth. Maps 
are fl at, detailed representations of places on Earth. Each half of 
the world is known as a hemisphere. The imaginary line that runs 
west to east, or horizontally, around our Earth is the equator. It 
divides the Earth into northern and southern hemispheres. The 
imaginary line that runs north to south, or vertically, around the 
Earth is the prime meridian. It divides the Earth into western and 
eastern hemispheres.

Get in groups of six or eight and put a globe in the middle 
of each group. (You’ll probably need to borrow some globes 
from other classrooms.) Look at the large bodies of water on 
the planet. Did you know the Pacifi c Ocean is the largest and 
deepest of all the oceans? See all those large landmasses? You 
probably know they are called continents. Some books say there 

are seven continents, with the Ural Mountains of Russia being the 
dividing line between Europe and Asia. Others say this is only 
one continent, Eurasia. Scientists say the continents are about 25 
miles (40 kilometers) thick. You’d need a very big shovel to dig 
to the other side! Did you know the landmasses on the Earth are 
constantly moving? Don’t worry. You don’t need a seat belt. The 
continents are only moving about 1 to 3 inches a year. 

Now fi nd India or Italy. These countries are peninsulas. A 
peninsula is land that is surrounded on three sides by water. 
Find the water separating the state of Alaska from Russia. This 
is called the Bering Strait. A strait is a narrow section of water 
connecting two larger bodies of water. Can you name these bodies 
of water? 

On a world map Greenland looks pretty big. Why is it the 
world’s largest island and not a continent like Australia? Well, 
Australia is located on its own tectonic plate, but Greenland is 
on the same plate as North America. Geographically, Greenland 
is part of North America. 

Planet Earth is a beautiful and exciting place—shared by more 
than 7 billion people. It’s our home, and it’s time to learn how to 
get around it on a map!

Teachers: Your FREE
Studies Weekly online 
subscription is waiting 

for you at:
studiesweekly.com/register


